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— though the impudent teachers of theſe Nations are void o ſhame 
erein. 
=” 
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A Reply to the Prieſts Plea, and an Anſwer e their Ob- 
jeHions. 


f 94— many of the prieſts of England,to hide theinſel es ftom 
the charge of Leine keines they alledge theſe ſctiptut 

laborer is worthy of bis bire, and the workmen is worihy of bis meat :* but theſe 

Scriptures will nat ſerve to cover their ſhame in what is charged againſt 

them; for this hire which Chriſt allowes to the labourers, is but o rem 

Lok in the ſame houſe in which they enter, eating and drinking ſuch thing, as thy 

uke 10. ive them; with ſuch who were worthy they were to remain,. and tient that 


- 7,6: which was ſet before them, and they laboured truly, and travelled up and * 


down, and were truly worthy of meat for their work, and of thit hire fot 
their labor; but this makes not hing for the lawfulneſs of ſo man 

a year at a certain plaee, this is more then eating at a houſe which is wo. 
thy, to bargain with people for ſo much a year, and compelling peopk 
to pay by a Law that do deny; Chriſt never inſtituted ſuch a pradtich, 
neither can it be truly ſaid that theſe called Miniſters do labor a: the M 
nifters of Chriſt did; and ſo this ſeriptute is but wreſted by the; 1, whet 
they bring it for proof of their practioe for their hundred pound | a yew, 
otppelling ſome of it from the people, doth exceed eating and Viale 
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natur, with ſuch who are worthy. ſo this Sctipture makes not 
turn. nor doth it juſtifie 0 — i | 

wy they object againſt and charge the words of Paul, who faid, 
Ee ue gen, Goſpel, and that it was « ſmall mad- 


| ter in 764 carnal things from them unto whom they ſowed ſpiritual things ; but 


this Seriprure makes not for them; for as I have ſaid, irs not the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel char,maintains them, but the Magiſtrates with their 
that compels maintenance from the people; & this is not to live on 
ſor we allow as Paul did, that they which preach the Goſpel 

ſhould live on the Goſpel; therefore let the Magiſtrares ceale with their 
power to cauſe people to pay them, and ler all the world ſee if their gol. 
pel will maintain them, and let them reap their carnal thing from them 
where they ſow ſpiritualʒ but they muſt reap as a free gift too, and not by 
compulſion, ſor ſo che 4 poſtle ſignifies, it is a ſmall matter for apy to 1c 
+> Gerrard m4 ſytritual things ; yet what is this. to prove the 
lavfulneſle of bargaining with people for ſo much by the year, as theſe 
teachers of England do many of them, ᷑ will nor preach except they have 
ſo much promiſed them beforezfor ic is right to reap uſtet ſowing, but ir is 
9 to bargain to reap before they ſow; & theſe ſeriptures will 
got hide them nor defend them in their practice ſor if the Magiſtrates did 
not compel 242. maintenance by a Law, the Pricſts of this age 
yould reap bot little from anything that they ſow, for theres little love in 
the hearts of people towards them. Alſo they object, He thet plants 4 
Vintyerd. may eat of the fruit thereof, and be that keeps « flock, may eat of the 
milkof the flock, this Paul ſaid though he would not make uſe of his power 
herein, bur wrought with his hands, that the Goſpel might not be 
c on 71 — er the teschers. of f — ? 
or s do they keep ir vinyard: proves not tender grapes, but 
wild ſowr grapes, wild vines, and — vines to bring forth acceptable 
froits 5 and their flocks proves not flocks of ſheep, but wild rude peo- 
who are in the nature of wolves, and Lyons, and if the Magiſtraces 

y were nor, their vineyard nor the flock would hardly yield them any 
maintenance; the Apoſtles planted firſt a vineyard, and gathered the 
ſheep,before they reaped or eat any of the fruirs,but the teachers of Eng- 
lad differ from them in this, for they know what they maſt have before 
they plant. or before they ſeed their flock, and differs from the Apoftles 
practice who firſt planted a vineyard, and gathered a flock before they 
could receive any crop; and they would not then uſe their power, bur kept 
the Goſpel of Chriſt without charge; ſo that this ſcriprure will not prove 
the Prieſts actions lawful, in preaching for ſums of mony : and ſome o- 
cher Scriprures they bring to prove the lawfulnefle of their preaching for 
hice, which may all be anſwered as rhefe are; and wharſoever they can 
od ect wil not juſtifie them for their reaping carnal things, and their hire, 
ind their eating of che milk of che flock, is quite of anorher nature, as is 
— f gen the Apoſtles practices were; and were the e wiſe they 
ſee and underſtand theſe things, and not be deluded through per- 
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of Sertpruret, and ihrough wrefting of them to orher end they * 
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large ſum in the whole : conferi 

renance may mount to freen pounds a year; whicith 
a thouſand chouſends; end half a thouſind thouſand pound; Men 
weak underftendings can hardly reach, to kao how mach it r an 
makes me thus plainly expound it. [5 N a ; ' : 
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A defeription of the true Minifters of Chriſt, and iti maiatenance. ; 


Tara apperrec#thir makes off rhings menifeſt; end-che lighth 
a 


riſen, that gives to diſcern between tru- M ꝶ error, between the tat. 


and every falſe way, and between the vor ſhip of God, weft ie (lb 


rual and every falſe worſhip of the world; weh is Idotarry; and rhe wit 
Miniftry o Chriſt is knowr from the fulſr Miniftry, by their feverdt ful 
and (gn, for hidden thmgs ere bronght to ſighit, and ſeeret things re 


vealed, but now the people of the world, both the wiſc and the het 
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Hajthey odje&, and toy, ME de ſo much condemn 
Y } L k | 
nd Mater in ther cal, eee bez 
3 what migiſhy de you own? and whit Miniſters ds you allow 
#7 ond whether would you bave any Miniſtry at all, ſering you throw dawn and 
inſt ſuch as (be Law of tbe Land jets wp, and ſuch ate bave l 
ne able Miniſters ? and eur this mane! the people of this rann 
to reaſen themſelves, jayiag, whet wonld the deojie de i they bad 
. would they approvi ? end what maine weuld 
70 uff rhis 1 do anſvcr and ſav, The tr ne Miniſters and MiniſtryofChriſt 
— — — — — — 
| brought to paſlecven a5 are ordamed by power 
| whe titre teceea the gift of the Holy Ch; whe arc called 


God itrto rhe work of the Miniftry, ſuch we do approve of tobe Mini · 
err dt Chrift, mhm be it reveated, and who have received Wnt, and ace 
canged by hem from death to life, and our of darkne(s inco the kingdom 
of the Son of God, and who &e born of the ſpirit, end art led and guided by is 
inte el trurd, aud are called by ic to follow the Lemb whitherfaever be gov: h 
& vitoare raoght by it in alt their practices of i is che whole 
wirfpof God, foch we own as have felt rhe operation 1 yr 
it effcroſelves, and who N of 

which abides for ever, and fuck h) gocth in the name of the Lord to 

ter and declare freely whar rhey have freely received of God by bis 


nic ſrtvarton paro 
wu auc rhe ie, rhe onely ju and fanddfier, and dohy vcr of 
— plex dye _— — ——— 
on re cr 

elſe heſides him; and ſuch we allow as onely ſeeketh and laboreeh ãu the 
viſddme of God to bring people out of the wayes of fin and dead, 
theknowledy of God. to the ag chat belong unto thou peace; ſu, 
who ave uo reſpect to large places, or great bepetits, k ater that. 
who wil nor have hire for preaching, nor be hired by ge ſwans of 
money ſtom one Congtry to goth; fuck es makes the Goipe! of Ghrift 
free, and without charge, who will not be burtben(ome 4e any, bur walks. an all 
wiſdomy as examples of righceoufneffc to all 3 whofe conver{ati os 
er in benten, and holdeth forth in life and prattiee, uato all men, what 
y in wordt und bydoctria : and converſation holding forch the 
ebe of the glorinus Gofpe?; which they have received'from G ing pat- 
| terns of af folineti of ence" and long-tuffcring, of mec ec and puck. 

ence unto their flocks; ever ſuch who watks in Chriſt, and ſbews ſosth 
— votks, ant tire frotrs oſhis Fpirit.cauheg his light 10 ſhi (e forth among 
1. Numtry, and foberneſſe, aud in d che frujes of peace and ruth. 

md fucn ace approved of God, and of the farms, even hej chat preach 
to all people; end hoid furt h che light of the world, which 
lebterb every one in the wyld, the free gift of God to all mankin t, cht all 
may believe and come to the Kno wicd;e of the truth, aid be ſaved; and tue — 
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(20) 1 l 
niſters reſpects not the perſons of any man for advantage, nei N 
daye s, nor places, nor things , but worſhips God in ſpirit and in truth,,, | 
reacherh that worſhip unto all people, and they gather people int 
new covenaiſt, here Chriſt is the high Prieſt, and our Fodies the Tem 
God, and the circumciſion in the heart, and in the ſpirit, for ſuch are Mini 
of the ſpirit end not of the letter, and they divided the Word of God a 
they ſeed the hungry, and the rich are ſent emptyaway, they cry not pear 
to the wicked, neither doth juſtiſie the unconvertedʒ neither do they ay: 
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demn the righteous, nor ſuch as are of an upright heart; but Chi 
preach, to juſtiſie all that do believe,and are obedient to bim. and to condem 
all that believe not, hut are diſobedient; and ſuch Miniſters hath the word: 
reconciliation, & their Miniftry is made effectual, to accompliſh rhe wag 
of God ; finners are converted and brought to God thereby, and tog 
taught of him alone, and the Saints through that Miniſtry, may obey 
to the Holy Ghoſt and to need no man to teach them. but as the annointing withy 
reacheth them, which they receive through the Miniſtry, whoſe labour 
and the end of ir, top every man perſecl in Chriſt ; and this Hiniſtry, - 
and ſuch Miniſters we approve of, and they are i of Chi. ſt, al 
we would have them eſtabliſhed, and who,are ſuch will not rake | 
an outward maintenance, neither what to eat, or what to put on; nei 
will they Petition to Magiſirates for tithes &augmentations, bur are with 
out care, as for a livelyhood in this world, they will not remove from o 
Town to another, for a better Parſonage or place; . for fuch as di ſo, ax 
not the lawful called Miniſters of Chriſt but have tun. & were ne er ſeay 
for Chr iſts Miniſters takes no thought for any outward mainten noeh 
approvech themſelves in patience in all conditions, and ſome mes 

in want, and cold, and bunger, and nakedneſſe, and ia perſecutions, 4 , yd 
and «ffliftions, and ſuffereth all things for the Name of Chriſt, ang yer we 
do believe and know, that ſuch have power to eat, and to drink, & oy 
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carnal thi gs where they ſow ſpiritual things but as a free gift, and not py 
pulſion or ſorceʒ we do allow that the Miniſters ofChriſt may cal Wie | 
of the fleck , which they keep and feed, and they may eat of the fruit of the vas 
yard which they have planted, and which they labour in, and they may ſap 
ply their neceſſities from them whom they have begorten in the aich,and 
whom they labour among in life and doctrine. ho are 17 of the fold 
and planis of the vineyard of Chriſt Jeſus; but I ſay as a free gift, my 
they receive the fruits of their labours, and not as a debt, can th 
claimed thereto by the Law of the Nation; neither may they receive ii 
force or compulſion; but who are the truly called Miniſters of Chriſi gt 
ſo far from this, or forcing maintenance from any, that they will not 

uſe of their power, in t what may be freely given them, for they will 
not make the Goſpel burthenſome by any means, and this is the mai 
nance we do allow the Miniſters gf Chriſt ; they may eat ſuch things as n 
ſet before them in any bouſe which they enter into, which ir worthy ; and they 
may ſupply their neceſſities in food and raiment, as a free gift from 2 

| * 


Fr 


— 


/ 
1 
. 
ö 
| 
[ : 
[ 
d 
- 
2 
; 
1 
| 
„ 
| 
b 
f 
, 
Re 


= exeeſs, and ſuperfluity in meats and apparel;ſuch a maintenance 
gift, much leſſe by force that is not allowed by Chriſt and his 
hut is che maigtenance of Antichriſtiaa Teachers, which. never 

were ſent of Chriſt, aud ſuch cannot be content with his allowanee and 
er, but liveyia pride and pleaſures of this world, and in vanity ; and 
med they ſay they be, and if they be ſo, they care. not from 

ner it come, nor by what means; and that is the reaſon wherefore 
many hundreds of honeſt people are ſo ſpoiled in their perſons and e- 

the bodies of ſome being caſt into priſon, and many others having 
taken from them by force and diſtraint; and all this is to 

wititdio Antichriſts Miniſters, who neither cares how they have ir, nor 
hom, or to What evilaſe chey improve itz and this plainly rs 
Nation, by many evidences, but the Miniſters of Chriſt doth deny 

4 maiatenance, and ſuch practiſes, and are come to that life which 

ill theſe things. | 

© And as concerning compelling of maintenance, and forcing. of it from 
people, chis is urrerly againſt che Law of Chriſt, and condemned by him 
mddenyed by the Saints; for it is unreaſonable and no equality in it, 
thar people ſhould be compelled co maintain a Miniſtty, eſpecially ſuch a 
due as they know is not the Miniſtry of Chriſt, neither is profitable to 
them, and which they receive no fruits from, for the Miniſters of Chriſt 
doth not defire maintenance from the people of the world, neithercan re- 
— yen them, neither in juſtice and equity ſhould theMiniſters of 
the world receive or compel maintenance from the Saints by force and cru- 
ety: but this we would, and this is reaſon and equitie, let all miniſters 
be maintained by ſuch as approves them, and hears them, and partakes 
of their labours, and ſo the Saints will maintain their Miniſters, and the 
world may maintain theirs, and every ſort of people may maintain ſuch 
Miniſters as labours for them, and none to be forced to maintain ſuch 
u they do not approve of, nor none hindred from maintaining of ſuch,as 
they do approve of, be they true, or falſs Miniſters, and rhis is reaſon 
and a good conſcience, that every man be left free in ſuch caſes, to 
meintain whom he will, and to grve a; be will, and what be will ; and this is 
reaſon and equity, that no man be compelled to give, or bindred from 
giving to whom he pleaſerh, and what he pleaſeth, and fo let people 
make choice of their Miniſters, whom they will approve and whom they 
vill heat, and of whoſe labours they will receive, & then let them mains» 
tein them, and if any be compelled, let them be compelled to pay their 
own ſervants, who miniſters to them and not anothers, for whom the do 
w work ; and this is juſt and right both for Miniſters and people» 
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in Exglend will ceaſe of equity! 
te eſtabliſhed, and all people to hear a 
ey vill, and then to pay them & maintain themes 
i erred the moſt to Gd, and gl 


r the people far whow he darh e 
own he dath lab 
| lezand till this be eſtabliſhc>i 


be wanring in this particular 


thay what Miniſters do allow and appro 
and how Miniſters ought to and if any go forch $04] 


and country, and among the people that . 7 


take care to maintain 
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